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Blast from the Past 2020: Made in Louisiana

Five Days oFunActivities to Do at Home

Handcrafted Art Made in Louisiana
Prehistoric Art: Artifacts from Peerty Point and the Medora Site
Native Americans inhabited the areg now know as West Baton Rouge Pasistte prehistory.

Many different tribes occupied area either as roaming tribes or in villdges.site dating from
12001400, known at the Medora Site, was located on the southern end of West Baton Rouge parish
The Medora Site was quite complex/sophisticated and consisted of 2 pyramid shaped mounds separated
by a large plazaArchaeologists uncovered lots of pieces of pottery, some stone tools and arros.poin
The pottery found at these sites showed a lot ofistry; decorated inside and out. Pieces found were
possibly used as jar§he decorations were carved into the unfired clay with sticks, shells or points.
Then the clay was fired to harden it for use as a household. iferather important site was in North
Louisiana now known as Poverty Poirtis sitedates to between 1650 and 700 B.C. It consists of ~900
acres of earthworks mostly platform mounds and ridgeBoverty Point is now a National Monument
anda UNESCQJnited Nations Educational, Scientificda@ultural Organization)/orld Heritage site

Inthe style of the native peoples who walked this land before u§ &bk our hands into some
clay to make and decorate vessels.

Make a Clay Pinch Pot
Supplies:
1 Clay or Playpough
9 Tools such as smaticks or shells for carving
Directions
1. Take a small lump of clay into your hand. The heat from your hand will soften the clay making it
more pliable or easy to shape.
2. Roll the clay into a ball by moving the clay around in a circular motion between tms pél
your two hands.
3. Push your two thumbs into the center of the ball of clay being careful not to push all the way
through.
4. Using your thumbs and fingers, gently press around the waltsibee created byour thumbs
in the last step. Keep the bottom tfe shape as well as the wallick enough so that the bowl
will be strong. If it collapses on you, no worries! Roll the clay into a ball again and repeat steps 1
¢ 3.
5. Use your carving tools to decorate your bowl. Just as discovered in the artifantéoing ago,
you can decorate your vessel inside and out!



Cast in Stone: Sculpture lAngela Gregory

A\ n,:'\'l.! k‘lr\‘{qlr) at work in “«mn{c”c‘s’ a-lmliu. Paris, . 1926.

Angela Gregory was an American sculptor and professor of artv&hborn in New Orleans in
1903 and passed away in 199%9er works can be found around Louisiana and have been displayed
internationally.She was known for creatinggrait busts, monumental sculptures, and architectural
relief sculptures! y3 St I Qa FIFGKSNJ gl & 'y Sy3aiysSSwlentfrghk KSNJ Y2
both her parents, Angela decided as a young child thawsdr@ed to become a sculptoAfter
graduating Newcomb Collegey’ (i K SGragdryveis @wiaFded a scholarship in Padstudy
illustration and advertising, but shreallyseized theopportunity in hopes of meetingrench sculptor
Antoine Bourdellewho had studied under famed artigiuguste RodinAs the story goes, one day, she
workedupK SNJ y SNBSS (2 1y201 2y .2dNRStfSQ&8 R22NJ I yR SE
carvestone! Her passion for wanting to tackle such ambitious projects was recognized and her dream
came true.Inthe early 198 Q& = D NXB 3 2 tdBreate historidalyp&halsifE R dzA A A I yI Q& y S g
capitol building. Shereated eight baselief portrats depicting men who played important roles in
Louisianahistory. She also created the ornate pelican thenred railingthat can be found in the lobby
of the New State Capitol building, the tallest capitol in Americal!



Make a BasReliefSculpture

BasRelief sculpture maquette of Thomas Jefferson by Angela Gregory
¢KS YIljdzSGiSaszx 2N I ao0dzZ LiiretNdyieceasedtd desigth® £ S Y2 R
final project, of the faces carved on the New State Capitol are on displag ¥e¢kt Baton Rouge
Museum.A basrelief is a low relief sculpture in which the figures depicted are slightly raised above the
surface of the background.

Supplies:
1 Clay or Playpough
9 Carving Tool such as a stick or a pldstiter knife
Directions
1. Take goortion of clay and work it in your hands to soften it.
2. Shape the clay into a square or rectangle.
3. Flatten the shape slightly but keep it fairly thick.
4. Use the carving tool to draw the face of someone who is important to you. You can also use the
tool andyour hands to help exaggerate or bring forward some of the facial features so that they
will be slightly raised above the background.



Wearable Art:Mignon Faget

Designer, Mignon Faget

Mignon Fagebegan designingewelryover 50 yeas ago.Inspired by the world around her, her

wearable and collectable creations reflédeéw Orleans architecture, Louisiana wildlife, and everyday
objectsfound locally Since 1969, she hased her fine arts background to crediry timeless

sculptural forms. Er artdocuments Louisiana culture, tradition, and the local environment in a
fascinating way. Be sure to visit her website to see a timeline of her work and see the fanciful themes
she has designed over the years. Then mix up a batch of fun by malkémglanp of your own to wear

that shares a little something special about Louisiana.
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Crackers Collection
inspired by humor,
whimsy, and childhood
nostalgia

ANIMAL CRACKERS




Make Your Own Animal Cracker Pendant
A pendant is piece of jewelry that hangs from a chain such as a necklace. Inspired by animals that are
found in Louisiana such as the shrimp or crabs pictured above, make your own pendant using salt

dough.
Supplies:

1 Mixing bowl

1 2 cups atpurpose flour

T 1cupsalt

T 1cup water

1 Rolling pin or a drinking glass

9 Plastic butter knife

1 Animal shaped cookie cuttems Lauisiana animal shape temples (provided in this lesson)

9 Cookie sheet

1 24 inch string, ribbon, or yarn

1 Optional: Acrylic paint

Directions

1. Mix up a batch of satfough.

2. To make salt dougmix together two cups of all purpogur with one cup of salt in a mixing
bowl. Slowly addip to one cp of water you may need lessp bind the ingredients together to
the consistency of cookie dough being careful to not make the mixture soupy or stiegd K
the mixture into a douglhwvith your hands

3. Roll out the doughio ¥ inch thicknesssing a rolling pin or the side of a smoaltinking glass.

4. Using a cookie cutter or a cut out of one of the animal shapes below, cut the animal shape out
of the doughwith a plastic butter knifeNear the top of the dough, but not too near the top,
make a hole through the dough which will be usat#r to run a string, ribbon or yarn through.

5. Placethe salt dough animal shapm a cookie sheet. Bake in the oven 350 degrees until firm but
not brown. The piece will continue to harden once removed from the oven just as sugar cookies
do.

6. Once cooledtun the string, ribbon, or yarn through the halatil the pendant sits at the half
way point. Tie a knot just above the animal shape to hold it in place. Then. Tie the ends of the
remailing two sides to form a necklace or an ornament.

7. Wear or hang as isr decorate with paint (optional).
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Textile Art: Sewing in Memory dEvva Wilson

Textiles areany cloth made by hand or machiteinterlock fibers Originally, this word only
referred to fabrics woven or made on a weaving loom. However, the tewincludes thread made by
spinning, cords, ropes, braids, lace, embroidests, kniting, felting,and more!Did youknow that
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us warm but todg surrounds us in so many other ways too. From designer clothing to fancy rugs and
window coverings in homes amplilts, soft sculptures, wall hangingsd more, the sky is the limit. You
are surrounded by textile art. Take a look around. What do yoursgeur environment that is made of
cloth or fiber? Arists design these piecesor some awesome examples, explore
mymodernmet.confHome/Art and take a look at Aitlistory: Ancient Practice dfextile Art and How It
Continues to Reinvent Itself.

Dr. EvvaWilson and her granddaughter and fellow camp volunteer, Shiloh Arrasmith

Dr. Evva Wilson, WBR Museum and WBR Historicatidiesn board member waa dedicated
camp volunteer for rany yearsWe were incredibly fortunate to have her lend her expertise over the
last 24 years. Sheas a retired LSU professor from the Textile Department, and she deemed it an
loaz2fdziS tAFS aiAatt OGKIG SOSNE OKAf R pyédr&tgiRA Yy 3
year would learn how to sew. Over the years, in addition to working with college students, through our
program, 4-H,and other organizationshe has taught countless children how to hand stitch,
embroidery, quilt, and sew on buttons. To haveerson of her caliber be so giving and committed to
working with younger audiences was an incredible honor. She was a mentor and a friend to West Baton
Rouge Museum, and she is already missed by us all.

Video Linkhttps://vimeo.com/430217258/0a2e4lafdd



https://vimeo.com/430217258/0a2e41afdd

